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The compiler has been guided not by the principle of what a child ought 
to like but by the pragmatism of what he does like. Years of experience 
in studying children's reactions upon their reading have made possible 
a selection that teacher or parent may trust to represent, not only what is 
wholesome in the realm of literature for children, but also what may 
lead to a love of good literature in its manifold forms. 

H. E. F. 



A REAL CHILDREN'S DICTIONARY 1 

In an age when education has been found to be not so much knowing 
things as knowing where to find things out, the dictionary habit is one 
of the most useful contributions that the school can make to the train- 
ing of the child. The bulk of an "Unabridged," however, may be 
somewhat dismaying to the spirit of the boy or girl whose dictionary 
habit is not yet formed; and it is to the formation of a habit that will 
develop later into a more scholarly research among words, that the 
Winston Simplified Dictionary will be of very real assistance. It is 
particularly adapted in scope to the upper grammar grades or to the 
junior high school, as it includes the word in common use, and therefore 
the ones most likely to be met in their reading and conversation by 
children of from twelve to fifteen. Such a statement may not seem to 
differentiate this book from others of its class; but some of the 
outstanding features of the volume do so differentiate it. 

Prominent among these features is the abandonment of the system 
by which dictionaries have heretofore sent the inquirer on a lengthy 
chase from one word to another before a satisfactory meaning is finally 
hunted down. Under every entry, in this book, is found an actual, 
clear, and simple definition of the word entered. Reconciliation, for 
instance, is not defined as "the act of reconciling" but as "the renewal 
of friendship," among other concrete definitions. Obviously, such a 
plan is much less discouraging to the young student than was the one 
heretofore generally followed. 

Another excellent feature of the book is its use of verbal illustration 
as a means of making clear special uses of words. The vocabulary, 
while not including words beyond the ken of the eighth grade, is still 
wide enough to cover the needs of science, history, literature, and life — 

x The Winston Simplified Dictionary. Edited by William D. Lewis, A.M., 
Ped.D., Principal of the William Penn High School of Philadelphia, and Edgar A. 
Singer, Ph.D., of the University of Pennsylvania. Illustrated. Philadelphia: 
The John C. Winston Company, iqiq. $0.96 net. 
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especially life, for the new words that have been knit into the texture 
of our language so rapidly during the last five years have here a place. 
Mythological and classical names, and proper names, both old and new, 
are treated, each in a special list. And the teacher of English will 
find exceedingly useful a very readable preliminary article entitled 
"How Our Language Has Grown," which gives in clear and simple 
outline the essential facts about the making of our mother-tongue. 

Reduced to its lowest terms, the unit of English is the word. The 
study of words — how to appreciate them, how to distinguish them, 
how to use them — is fundamental to any intelligent study of English 
composition or literature. Such a book as the Winston Simplified 
Dictionary is a help on the road to intelligent understanding and effective 
use of words, which are the tools of the English student. 

H. M. S. 
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Dramatic Technique. By George Pierce Baker. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Co., ioio. Pp. S3 1. $3.00. 

Intended for the writer of plays, not for the mere student of dramatic art. 
Abundantly provided with illustrative passages. 

Representative British Dramas — Victorian and Modem. Edited, with an 
introduction to each play, by Montrose J. Moses. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co., 1018. Pp.861. $4.00. 

A series of plays representing progress in technique, the social forces of the Victo- 
rian period, and the philosophy of art back of the dramatic renaissance. 

Choosing a Play: Suggestions and Bibliography for the Director of Amateur 
Dramatics. By Gertrude E. Johnson. New York: H. W. Wilson 
Co. Pp.38. $0.45. 
Already going into the second edition. 

Spanish Taught in Spanish. By C. F. McHale. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Co., 1010. Pp.136. $1.00. 

Prepared to meet the current demand for a speaking and reading knowledge of 
Spanish. 
The Winston Simplified Dictionary. Edited by William D. Lewis and Edgar 

A. Singer. Illustrated. Philadelphia: John C. Winston Co., 1010. 

Words in large type. Special care has been exercised to make the definitions 
clear to children. 

Webster's Elementary-School Dictionary. Abridged from Webster's New 
International Dictionary. Chicago: American Book Co., 1914. Pp. 
702. 
Well adapted to the higher grades. 



